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Aſſiſtant at Epſom and late of Hertford College. + 
Tarn ye, Turn ye from your Evil Ways ; for why will ye die, O Hoyle of Iſrael 
85 8 . ek. Xxiii. 11. 
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Watch ye, fland ye faſt in the Faith, quit you like Men, be ftrong. 1 Cor. XVL 1 3. 
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| Genes xix. 27, 28. 


And Abralione as up early in the morning to the 
Place where he od before the Lord. 


And be loked toward Sodom and Gomorrha, and 
road all the land of the Plain, and beheld, and 
to. the ſmoke of the country went up as the ſmoke 
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SERMON I. 


HAT God, the Lord of heaven and earth, 
does reward Nations or People according to 
their righteouſneſs, and puniſh them according 
to their wickedneſs, is a truth founded upon 
the infallible Word of God. It is a truth 
coin . by plain implication, expreſs declarations, 
and ſeveral ſolid undeniable facts. And we have moreover 
therein pointed out to us, both by fact and expreſs afſer- 
tions, the only, but ſure, method that a wicked, wel 
: Nation has to take by way of averting God's wrath, which 
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i is repentance, or a turning unto the Lord. And theſe are 3 
| points, the conſideration of which will very properly em- 
= ploy our thoughts at this time more eſpecially, as they will 
[ ; help to prepare our minds for a due and (I truſt in God) 
= an effectual obſervance of that approaching day's ſolemnity, 


which you have juſt been informed our Gracious Sovereign 
6 has by his wiſe and wholeſome command appointed to be 
| ſet apart, in order to bewail the crying Sins of this Na- 
| tion, and to amend it and. make it better, every one ac 
Es: cording to his ability; and fo to turn away from us the 
wrath and vengeance of the Almighty, which our mani- 
| : fold ſins and tranſgreſſions give us but too juſt- reaſon to 
fear. I ſhall then (God willing) take occcaſion from the 
, RAIN .* 
Firſt, To lay before you the ſcripture-proofs in ſupport. of 
theſe truths; namely, © That God rewards Nations or 
« People according to their righteouſneſs, and puniſhes 
e them according to their wickedneſs; and that the ory, 
te but ſure, method a wicked Nation can take in order 
© to eſcape the vengeance of Heaven, is to repent and turn 
e unto the Eord.“ TTV ORSON en OTROS CEL go VE SECT — : 
Secondly, To enquire into the ſtate of this Nation, and ſee \ 
whether of the two we have moſt reaſon to expect, God ss 
Faves, gras Tampeance 21/7 nin ot an fr 8g © 
Thirdly, To ſhew (as will by that time too plainly ap- 
pear) the neceſſity we are under to repent, and do all that 
lies in our power towards effectin ga National Reformation. 
Fourthly, and laſtly, To urge you to repentance, as the 
only, but ſure; method of averting God's Wrath, and of 
bringing down his bleſſings upon us both in time and eter- 
nity. e . . 
The firſt of theſe heads I purpoſe now to conſider; the 
other (if God will) ſhall be treated of on the F mY 
Itſelt. 
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itſelf, I am then now to lay! before you the ſcripture-proofs 
in ſupport of theſe truths; namely. That God rewards 
Nations or People according to their righteouſneſs, and 
e puniſhes them according to their wickedneſs; and that 
c the only, but ſure, method a wicked Nation can take in 
c order to eſcape the vengeance of Heaven is to repent and 
e turn unto the Lord”. D 
And as to the former part of this propoſition, namely, 
© That God rewards Nations or People according to their 
ce righteouſneſs, and puniſhes them according to their 
_ ©. wickedneſs”, the firſt ſcripture- proof ſeems to be ' theſe 
words of God to Abraham, (Gen. xv. 13.) And he [the 
Lord] ſaid unto Abraham, Know of a ſurety that thy ſeed 
ſhall be a flranger in a land [meaning Egypt, as is plain 
from what happened afterward] that is not theirs, and ſhall 
ſerve them; and they [the Egyptians] ſhall aflict them the 
people of Iſrael] four hundred years. And alſo that Nation 
[namely, Egypt] whom they ſhall ſerve will I judge: [as 
in fad God did, by viſiting them with a ſeries of plagues 
of the moſt dreadful and terrible kinds, as we read in the 
Book of Exodus] and afterwards ſhall they come out with 
great ſubſlance.------- But in the fourth generation they ſhall 
come hither again; [that is, into Canaan] for the Iniquity of 
the Amorites is not yet full. Or, to ſpeak more ſuitably to 
the Hebrew original, and indeed more expreſlily---- for 
the iniquity of the Amorites 7s not complete untill that 
time; and therefore not ripe for deſtruction '. And an 
expreflion. very like to this, and tending to prove the very 
ſame thing, we have of our bleſſed Saviour's with-reſpect 
to the people of Jeruſalem. (St. Matthew xxiii. 32.) Fil! 
ye up then the meaſure of your fathers. And at verſe 34, he 
fays, Wherefore, bebold [ =_ unto you prophets and wife 


* 
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men and ſcribes: and ſome of them ye ſhall kill and cruciſy; and 
ſome of them ſhall ye ſcourge in your ſynagogues, and perſe- 
cute them from city to city: that upon you may come all the 
righteous blcod ſhed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous 
Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, ſon of Barachias, whom ye. 


leu between' the temple and the altar. Verily I. ſay unto you, 
All theſe things ſhall come upon this generation. And St. Paul 


in his firſt Epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, chap. ii. mentioning 


the Jews perſecuting the Chriſtians that were in Judea, 


ſpeaks thus of them and their deſtruction: — For ye, bre- 
thren, (faith the Apoſtle) became followers of the churches of 


God which in Judea are in Chriſt Feſus : for ye alſo have 


ſuffered like things of your own countrymen, even as they have 


| of the Fews : who both killed the Lord Jeſus and their own 
prophets, and have perſecuted us; and they pleaſe not God, 
and are contrary to all men. Forbidding us to ſpeak to the 
Gentiles, that they might be ſaved, to fill up their Sins al- 


way : for the wrath is come upon them to the uttermoſl, === 
Again; this truth ſeems plainly implied in Abraham's inter- 


© ceffion with the Lord for the city of Sodom, and the ſeveral 


anſwers made by the Lord to him on that account ; for the 


Lord's anſwer to Abraham's laſt queſtion clearly ſhews that 


the Lord would have ſaved Sodom had there been in it 
only ten righteous, as we read (Gen. xviit. 32, 33.) And 
he Abraham] ſaid, Ob let not the Lord be angry, and I will 
ſpeak yet but this once: Peradventure ten ſball be found there. 
And be ſaid, I will not deſtroy it for ten's ſake. And the 
Lord went his way as ſoon as he had left communing with 
Abraham : and Abraham returned unto his place. And that 
there were not ſo many righteous in Sodom as ten is very 
evident from the words of my text, which abundantly 
prove the deſtruction of Sodom, which could not have 

| 0 | Come 


"THI 1 
come to paſs had there been that number in it; becauſe 
God had promiſed otherwiſe to Abraham: and to ſpeak in 
the language of holy writ itſelf, (Numbers xxiii. 19.) God 
is not a man that he ſhould lie, neither the ſon of man that be 
ſhould repent : bath he ſaid it, and ſhall be not do it? Or, 
bath he ſpoken, and ſhall he not make it good? 3 p 
And again. After the people of Iſrael had, according to 
what God had long before revealed to Abraham, (as cited 
above) ſerved and been afflicted by the Egyptians four 
hundred years, and after the Lord had brought them forth. 


out of Egypt with jewels of ſilver and jewels of gold, and 


raiment (as we read Exodus xii. 35, 36.) and not long 
before he was going to put them into poſſeſſion of the land 
of Canaan, the Lord by his prophet\Moſes ſpeaks thus unto 
them: (Deut. ix. 3 to 7.) Underſland therefore this Day, 
that the Lord thy God is he which goeth over before thee, as a 
' conſuming fire we ſhall deſtroy them; and he ſhall bring them 
down before thy face: ſo ſhalt thou drive them out and deſ- 
troy them quickly, as the Lord hath ſaid unto thee. Speak not 
thou in thine Heart after that the Lord thy God hath caſt 
them out from before thee, ſaying, for my righteouſneſs the 
Lord hath brought me in to poſſeſs this land: but for the wick- 
edneſs of theſe nations the Lord doth drive them out from before 
bee. Not 2 thy righteouſneſs, or for the uprightneſs of thine 

Heart doſt thou go to pal this land : but for the wickedneſs 

of theſe nations the Lord thy God doth drive them out from be- 
fore thee, that he may perform the word which the Lord ſware 
unto thy fathers, Abraham, Iſaac and Facob. Underſtand 
therefore that the Lord thy God giveth thee not this good land 
to poſſeſs it for thy righteouſneſs; for thou art a ſtiff-necked 
people. And in the 28th chapter of the ſame book the 


| patriarch Moſes largely ſets forth to the people of Iſrael a 
| 3 885 N vaſt 


US. ) : ” 

| vaſt variety of temporal bleſſings that ſhould attend them, 

if chey would hearken diligently unto the voice of the Lord 
their God to obſerve and do all his commandments; and 
on the other hand he denounces many. and moſt ſevere 
curſes againſt them in caſe they would not hearken unto 
the voice of the Lord their God, to obſerve and do all his 
commandments and ſtatutes; which bleſſings and curſings, 

as they are too long to be cited here, I muſt leave them to 
your own private reading. And Joſhua (as we may read 


in the 23d chapter 1 book of Joſhua) in his exhorta= - 


tion to the people of Iſrael before his death, enforces their 
obedience to the Lord their God from former benefits, and 
from promiſes and threatenings in much the ſame manner, 
and to juſt the ſame purpoſe as the prophet Moſes had 
done before him. And thus ſpeaks the Royal Pſalmiſt 
with reſpect to the people of Iſrael in the 8 iſt Pſalm, verſe 
13, to the end; Oh that my people had bearkened unto me, 
and Iſrael had walked in my ways! I ſhould ſoon have ſubdued 
their enemies, and turned my hand againſt their adverſaries, 
The haters of the Lord ſhould have ſubmitted themſelves unto 
him : but their time ſhould have endured for ever. He ſhould 
have fed them alſo with the fineſt of the wheat : and with 
honey out of the rock ſhould ] have ſatisfied thee. And Solo- 
mon in his inſpired Proverbs declares (Proverbs xiv. 34.) | 
Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation: but fin is a reproach to any | 
people. And thus too the prophet Iſaiah (chap. lviii.) 7 
thou turn away thy foot from [on] the ſabbath from doing thy 
pleaſure on my holy day, and call the ſabbath a Delight, the 
holy of the Lord, honourable, and ſhalt honour him, not doing 
thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleaſure, nor ſpeaking 
thine own words : Then ſhalt thou delight thyſelf in the Lord; 
and I will cauſe thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, 
TRL 1 EO ID 
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and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy Father : for the 
mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it, And thus ſpeaks the 
' prophet Jeremiah (chap. xvii. 21 bl Thus faith the Lord ; 
Take heed to yourſelves, and bear no burden on the ſabbath-day, 
nor bring it in by the gates of Feruſalem. Neither carry 
forth a burden out of your houſes on the ſabbath-day, neither 
do ye any work, but hgllow ye the ſabbath-day, as I command- 
ed your | fathers.--- And it ſhall come 10 paſs if ye diligently 
2 unto me, faith the Lord, to bring in no burden through 
the gates of this city on the ſabbath-day, but hallow the ſab- 
bath-day, to do no work therein; Then ſhall there enter into 
be gates of this city kings and princes fting upon the throne = 
of David, riding in chariots, and on 05 ; zhey and their 
princes, the men of Fudah,' and the inhabitants 9 feruſalem, 
and this city ſhall remain for ever. And th again in the 
next chapter in words very expreſs and general indeed; At 
what inſtant I all ſpeak concerning a nation, and concern- 
ing a kingdom, to pluck up and to pull down, and to ds eftroy it; 
of that nation againſt whom 1 have pronounced, turn from 
their evil, I will repent of the evil that" I thought to co unto. 
them. Aud ar N inſtant I ſhall ſpeak concerning \a na- 
tion, and concerning a 2 to build and to plant it: 
it do evil in ny fight, that it obey not my voice, then I will 
repent of the good, wherewith I ſaid ' I avould benefit them. 
(Jeremiah, chap. xviii.) I might here cite too our bleſſed 
Saviour's ſeveral calls to repentance - of the angels*ot the 
ſeveral churches of Aſia, and his threatening them with 
puniſhment, if they did not obey his call: but for theſe 
- I muſt needs refer you to the 2d ind: 3d _—_ of: the 
Revelation of St. John. the Divine. 
But further; that God rewards nations or people accor- 


ding to their righteouſneſs, or puniſhes them ring to 
| | | their 
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their wickedneſs, is a truth not only to be ſupported by plain 


Implication in ſome, and expreſs Declarations in other texts 


of ſcripture, but alſo by a vaſt variety of facts; to the truth of 


many of which, both ſacred and prophane hiſtory bear undenia- 


ble teſtimony. Is not the deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, 


towards which, we read in the text, the Patriarch Abraham 


look'd, and beheld, and lo! the ſmoke of the Country went 


up as the ſmoke of a Furnace — Is not this a fact to our pur- 
poſe? Are not the many plagues brought upon Egypt fo too? 
And was not this the caſe with reſpect to the overthrow, and 
rooting out of the Canaanites and the Hittites, and the Amo- 
rites and others, when the Lord brought the people of Iſrael 
into their land to poſſeſs it? Have not all the viſitations and 
ſcourges we read of in the Bible, the wickedneſs of the peo- 
ple aſſign'd as the cauſe of them? Is not this true with reſpect 
to the captivity of Iſrael firſt, and of Judah afterwards? And 
is it not ſo with reſpect to Nineveh®, Tyref, Babylony, and Je- 
ruſalem in its now preſent deſolate ſtate; and moreover with 
reſpect to the once flouriſhing Chriſtian churches of the Eaſt, 
all lying now in darkneſs, devoid of the glorious light of the 


goſpel of truth, and given up to the Anti-ſcriptural Maho- 


metaniſm, ſlavery, and cruelty of the Turks? A little ac- 


quaintance with the bible, and eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, would 


make theſe points very clear to you. And as we have facts 
to atteſt the truth, that nations and people are puniſh'd ac- 
cording to their wickedneſs; ſo are we not without ſome facts 
to prove, that God rewards them according to their righte- 


- ouineſs ; and if there are fewer facts of this ſort to be met 


with in the Word of God, than of the other; to the wick- 
edneſs of the people of God it muſt in all Juſtice and e- 
quity be imputed. And the proſperity of Solomon, and of 


the people of Iſrael in his days, on account of their cloſe 


= adherence 
* Prophet Nabum. f Ezck. ch. 28. — 5 Jerem. 51. 
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adherence to the Lord their God, (as we may read 


1 Kings, Chap. viii, ix, and x.) is a fact directly to our 
purpoſe ; and no leſs ſo is the reign of good King Jehoſa- 


phat, (2 Chron. chap. xvii.) and to theſe may be added, 


the reign of King Hezekiah, (2 Kings, chap. xvii.) and 


alſo that of Joſiah, to whom, God, by Huldah the pro- 
pheteſs, gave great proof of his favour, in this anſwer ſhe 
ſent him by Hilkiah, and others with him, (as we read, 


2 Kings, chap. xxii.) © But to the King of Judah, (that is 


Jofiah) which ſent you to enquire of the Lord; thus. ſhall ye 


' fay to him, thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael, as touching the 


words which thou haſt heard, becauſe thine heart was tender, 


and thou haſt humbled thyſelf before the Lord, when thou heard- 


eft what I ſpake againſt this place, and againſt the inhabitants 
thereof, that they ſhall become a deſolation and a curſe, and 


haſt rent thy cloaths and wept before me; I alſo have heard thee, 


faith the Lord. Behold, therefore I will gather thee unto thy 
fathers, and thou ſhalt be gathered into thy grave in peace; and 
thine eyes ſhall not ſee all the evil, which I will bring on this 
place. And as to aflertions, or expreſs declarations of ſcrip- 
ture, in proof of this part of the propoſition, namely, that 


& God rewards nations or people according to their righte- 


<* cuſneſs,” almoſt all thoſe texts, which were produced in e- 
vidence of the other, will ſerve equally here, and therefore 
I need not repeat them. 


But further till, and to come to the latter part of the propo- 


ſition, namely, © that the only but ſure method a wicked na- 
e tion can take in order to eſcape the vengeance of heaven is to 
< repent and turn unto the Lord”: And here to mention all the 
parts of ſcripture, wherein God by his prophet calls his people 
to repentance, promiſing them his bleſſing, if they do but turn 
unto him, would ſwell my diſcourſe to an immoderate ſize. 

pr | And 
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bY And therefore, only juſt refering you to ſome atready 
DE. mentioned, and more eſpecially to that eminent one of the 
1 prophet Jeremiah, (chap. xviii.) I ſhall here only cite to 
| you theſe two 3 ones, taken from the prophets 
2 Ifaiah and Jeremiah; Waſh ye, make you clean; put away 
it the evil of your doings from before mine eyes ; ceaſe to do wer f 
| learn to do well; ſeek judgment, relieve the oppreſſed, judge the 
| fatherleſs, plead for the widow. Come now, and let us reaſon 
together, ſaith the Lord; though your fins be as ſcarlet, they 
1 all be as white as ſnow, though they be red like crimſon, they 
ſhall be as wooll, Tf ye be willing and obey, ye ſhall eat the 
good of the land. But if ye refuf, and rebel, ye ſhall be de- 
vour d with th fword; for the mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken 
it. (Iſaiah i. 16.) And thus the prophet Feremah, (chap. vii.) 
Thus ſaith the Lord of hojts, the God of Iſrael, amend your 
ways and your doings, and I will cauſe you to dwell in this 
1 place. Truſt ye not in lying words, ſaying, the temple of the 
f Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord are 
theſe: for if ye thoroughly amend your ways and your doings ; 
if ye thoroughly execute judgment between a man and his 
neighbour ; if ye oppreſs not the flranger, the fatherleſs and 
the widow, and ſhed not innocent blood in this place, neither 
walk after other gods fo your hurt; then will I cauſe you to 
 arwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers, 
For ever and ever. And as to facts, in ſupport of this 
point we are now conſidering, I ſhall for the reaſon above 
given, only ſelect theſe three following ones. Thus then 
we read in the xth chapter of the book of Judges, And 
the children of Iſrael cried unto the Lord, ſaying, we have 
| finned againſt thee, both _ we have forſaken our God, 
on end alſo ſerv'd Baalim. And the: Lord ſaid unto the chil- 
dren of Ifrael, did not I deliver you from the * 2 
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and from the Amorites, from the children of Ammon, 454 
ron the Philiſtines? The Zi donians alſo, and the Amalekites, 
and the Moabites did oppreſs you, and ye cried to me, and I 
deliver d poi out of their hand; yet ye have forſaken me, and 
ſerved other Gods + wherefore T will deliver you nb more. Go 
and cry unto the gods which" ye have choſen; let them deliver 

ou in the time of your tr1hulation. And the children of 
Mel ſaid unto the Lord, we have finned ; do thou unto us 
ohatſoever ſeemeth good unto ther; deliver us only we pray 
thee this day. And they put away the firan e gods from 422 
mong them, and ſerved the Lord, and his ſoul was griev'd for 
the miſery of Hrael. And we read of their deliverance in 
the very next chapter, (verſe 32.) So Fepthab paſſed over 
unto the children of Ammon, to fight againſt them, and tbe 
Lord deliver d them into his hand. And he ſinote them from 
Arber, even till thou come to Minnith, even tauenty cities, 
and unto the plain of the vineyards, with a very great flaugh- 
ter. Thus the children” of Ammon were fubdued before the 
children of Iſrael. And in the 2 Chron, chap. xx. we 
read, that upon King Jehoſaphat's proclaiming a faſt, and 
ſetting binaſelf to ſeek the Lord, when he children of 
Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them 
others, beſides the Ammonites, came againſt him to bat- 
tle, that the Lord granted him ſucceſs againſt his ene- 
mies, and flew them in an extraordinary way. Aud when 
Jeboſaphat, (as we read verſe 25.) and his people. came to 
take way 1 of them,. they found among them in a- 
bundance, both riches with the dead bodies, and precious 
Jewels, (hich they fiript of for themſelves) more than they 
could carry away; and they were three days in gathering of 
the ſpoil, it was fo much. And in the ſaving of 'Nineveh © 


by Es » after the 2 Jonah had * 
C at 


that yet forty days, and it ſhould be deſtroy'd; (as we 
read in the book of Jonah) we have a very remarkable 


14 fact in proof, that the only but ſure method a wicked 
; « nation can take in order to eſcape the vengeance of 
* .« heaven is to repent and turn unto toe Hard A 

Once more; and to obviate a common but empty objection, 


as it will plainly appear to be, from the texts J ſhall cite 
in anſwer to it. Now the objection is this, namely, that 
there is no arguing from Jews to Chriſtians; no inferring 
e from what God did to the people of Iſrael, what he 
|; = -« will do to Chriſtians.” In anſwer to which, let theſe 
Ii plain and expreſs texts of ſcripture be duely confidered. For 

- whatſoever (ſays St. Paul to the Romans, chap, xv.) things 
dere written aforetime, were written for our learning, that 
abe through patience and comfort of the ſcriptures might have hope. 
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5 And again the ſame apoſtle in 1 Cor. x. 11. ſays, [ſpeaking 
I of what the Jews did, and exhorting his Chriſtian converts at 
| Corinth not to do as they did] But with many of them God 
5 vba not well pleaſed : for they were overthrown in the wil- 
| | derneſs. Now theſe things were our examples to the intent we 


- ſhould not luſt after evil things, as they alſo luſted. Neither 
be ye idolaters, as were ſome of them: as it is written, The 
people ſat down to caf and to drink, and roſe up to play. 
Neither let us commit fornication, as ſome of them committed, 
and fell in one day three and twenty thouſand. Neither let us 
tempt, Chriſt as ſome of them alſo tempted, and were deſtroyed 
of ferpents. Neither murmur ye as ſome of them alſo murmur- 
ed, and were deſtroyed of the deſtroyer. Now all theſe things 
| bappened unto them for enſamples, and they are written ſor 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 
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Þ Wherefore let him that thinketh he flandeth, take heed left le 
4 Jall. 7 . : 
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And thus again, in his ſecond epiſtle to Timothy, 
fi. 14. we read thus. But continue thou in the things which 
thou baſt learn d, and haſt been aſſur d of, knowing of whom 
thou haſt learn d them ; and that from a cid thou haſt known 
the holy ſcriptures, (that is, of the old teſtament) which are 
able to make thee wiſe unto ſalvation, through faith, which 
is in Chrift Feſus. All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for inſtruction in righteouſneſs; that the man of God may be 
perfect, thoroughly furniſb d unto all good "works. And St, 
Jude exhorts the Chriſtians. he writes to, to take warning 
from what happen'd to the people of Iſrael, and even from 
the lot of the fallen angels; and alſo from the deſtruction 
of Sodom and Gomorrah, mentioned in the text. Hear ye 
his own words, as recorded in the 5th, 6th, and 7th verſes 
of his epiſtle. — I will therefore put you in remembrance, 
though ye once knew this, how that the Lord, having ſav d 
the people out of the land of Egypt, afterwards deſtroy'd 
rhem-that believed not. And the angels which kept-not- their 
firſt eflate, but left their own habitation, | he hath reſery'd in 
everlaſting chains, under darkneſs, unto the judgment of the 
reat day. Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities a- 
bout them in like manner, giving themſelves over to fornication, 
and going after ſtrange fleſh, are ſet forth for an example, 
ng the vengeance of eternal fire. Thus then have I 


) 


Jering | er | 

jo conſidered the firſt head of my diſcourſe on the 

words of my text; and (I truſt) abundantly eſtabliſhed the 

truth of it—from the fountain of truth—the ſacred ſcrip- 

tures, he „„ | A | | 

' To conclude” then for the preſent in the words of 
the pſalmiſt, Whoſo is wiſe, will confider theſe things, and 

be ſhall underſtand the loving kindneſs of the Lord. 
** e —.. - 

N Pfalm cvii. 43. » | | 
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GENESIS Xix. 27, 28. 
— Abraham gat 


4% early in the morning ro the 


Place where he ſtood. 4 the Lord, 


4nd be hoked toward Sodene and Genen 13 

toward all the land of the Plain, and Bebel, 
and bo the ſmoke of the ET went * as. th 
fue of a e N | 
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N my os "NS; this Ne the laſt Lord's 427 
1 uber from the words of my text with 4 view 
to this day of publick faſting and humiliation (as I 
truſt you, my brethren, to your better diſpoſition for 
the obſervance of it do very well remember) 

Firſt, To lay before you the ſcripture proofs in ſupport 
of theſe truths ng 0 3 — © that God rewards Kees mor 


o 


but Gre method a — nation can take in order to 


g elcape 


( 5 ) 
« eſcape 2 nge ner of heaven is to repent and um. 


ys” Rien Fe it 75 

Secon 0 enquire into the ſtate of this nation ane 
ſee pts he of the twa we. have moſt . reaſon to, e 
ad s favour or his vengeance. 

Thirdly, To ſhew, (as will by that time too pl ah 11 
pear) the. neceſſity we are, under to fepent and | 
3 er lies in our power towards effecting a national, re- 

formation. TH 
__ .  Fourthly and laſtly, Ta. urge you to repentance, . as the 
enly but ſure method of averting God's wrath, . and 0 
bringing daun his bleſling üben e both in timg an 
terni Io 
. An as Linen went thron zh the firſt particular, I cor 
now in order, as I alſo at that time deſigned 
Secondly, To enguire into the ſtate of this nation = 
ſee whether of the two we have moſt way to e pr 
God's favour or his vengeance. And here, (to adopt the 
Prong, emphatical language of holy writ) ſhould I 1 
cry aloud, but. ſpare; ſhould I not lift up my voice 
a a trumpet, .and. ſhew the:Lord s people of 2915 land te 
tranſgreſſion, and Zh houſe of ah their ſins; ſhoul. 
1 not ſpeak. boldly, as 1 ought 8 ; 1770 cone 
poſſibly. N rform the ſacred part Ss io uy day's 
jemnity? And how ſhould I poſibly anſwer ta God, and my . 
own conſcience, f uch a contempt of lawful and wiſely- _ 
directed authority, in a matter ſo evidently calculated or 
the glory of God, the proſperity of our Zion, and the 
good—the eternal good and ſalvation of every one's precicus 
and immortal foul? And thele are obligations far too weigh- 
ty, and far 200 important to every one of us, my bre- 
ihren, to be eee or in the e to "be. e 


— 
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with upon any account wharſcever. Fear and Love; fear of 
God, and love of God and mens ſouls do in this caſe 
with their git powerful and united force urge and even 
compel” me to uſe great ' plainneſs and freedom of ſpeech. 
But where ſhall I begin the charge againſt the people of 
e1and; or rather, (O dreadful proſpect!) where ſhall 1 

leave off? Freſh charges ſeem to be' continually pouring in 
from every quarter. Should I then begin my charge a- 

gainſt the people of this land with ſabbarh-breaking, or the 

| profane and irreverent uſe. of the Lord's day, ſhould I not 

1 find facts enough, and even facts of ſuch a nature, as are foo 

li. glaring, and to evident to be denied, to ſupport it? Would 

not the vg crowds of people flocking all around from 

Bo and to the capital-city of this kingdom on the Lord's day 

for profit, pleaſure or mere worldly convenience -- Would 

not the almoſt general practice of the people of this land in 

| all parts of the kingdom in their journeyings of travelling 

on the Lord's-day, in part at leaſt, if not in whole - 

Would not (which is the almoſt neceſſary conſequence of 

© A | this prevalent evil cuſtom of travelling on the Lord's-day; 

| almoſt neceſſary I fay, for I would have the patties * herein 

2 concerned ſeriouſiy confider that they are by no means bound 

j to be ſo, as there are various other ways for them to get their 

i > Hvelihood, and as God is to be obeyed rather than man) the 

"I working of many people in one way or other at their daily 

®  _ __ <allings on this very account and 6 too, as never to go to 

church to hear the word of God read and preached above 

IJ e 1 74619055 | | . 


0 — nkeepers—Lodging-houſe-keepers—T urnpike-keepers—Poſt-chaiſe- ll 
q 1  _-drivers and the like. owever trifling in ſuch a licentious age, as this is, 


his. may and will (no doubt) appear to be in the eyes of many; yet in the 
eſteem of thoſe, in whoſe hearts there is a true love of men's ſouls prevail- 
ing, this will be judged to be in a more eſpecial manner highly worthy of the 

| | notice: 


( 
. | 
once in a quarter, or even perhaps in the compaſs of 2 
vrhole year Would not the uſe made of this holy day to 
-ſtrengthen us againſt the enemy by ſea, (though bleſſed be 
God for it) the Militia-Bill has been ſo far wiſely altered, 
as that there is to be no exercifing of the men on Sundays.-- 
Would not the common practice of making the Lord's-day 
a day for receiving and paying ſet and formal viſits to the 
« abſolutely unneceſſary employment of ſervants and cattle, and 
even to the wrong compliance of ſervants in this and 
ſeveral other reſpects, who are by no means bound to live 
with any one particular maſter or even to live at ſervice af 
41. Would not the prevalent il faſhion among the great of 
never coming to church ahove once in the day but of ma- 
king that time, in which they ſhould come to receive /þ:- 
ritual refreſhment, the very time of their taking their bodily 
ſupport to the prejudice of their own ſouls and that of 
their ſervants too—And, in ſhort, Would not the vaſt reſort 


notice of every faithful and true paſtor in the church of Chriſt ; inaſmuch as 
his great and main concern is to Bu ſouls and bring as many ſons unto 
glory, as he poſſibly can, without ſhewing the leaſt regard at all to the empty, 
ſhort-lived and deceitful diſtinctions (in this caſe at leaſt) of high and 100 
rich and poor; and to ſupply (as far as it well can be done in a note) the 2 
.. neceſſary wants of very many among us, who by having men's perſons in 
admiration becauſe of advantage (St. Jude 16.) do pay'to the very great 
offence and even to the going aſtray of ſome perhaps of their more true and 
fincere Chriſtian brethren, a mo/? ſhameful and in "ou way ſoul dgſtroy- 
ing regard to theſe mere temporal] diſtinctions; to this very high and impor- 
tant end (I ſay) in which the ſouls of men are fo deeply concerned, let me 
here in truth and love ſubjoin theſe following moſt applicable and ſeaſona- 
ble words of the inſpired Solomon, A faithful man ſhall ahound with 
« Bleſſings ; but he that maketh haſte to be rich ſhall not be innacent. . : 
& To have reſpect of perſons is not good: for for a piece of bread that man 
mill tranſgreſs. 1 1 | 
Hie that hafteth to be rich hath an evil eye and conſidereth not that po- 
& werty ſhall come upon him”, Prov. xxviii. 20, 21 and 22. | 


* 


ah: ( 18 ) 
lin of people to ſhops on Sunday-mornings, to Ale-houſes, 
4 2 Taverns, and other places of amuſement and diverfion the 
Wi other parts of that day Would not the making of bargains— 
4 the paying and receiving of money — the carrying about of 
= burdens, parcels and the like — the employing of ſervants 


in uſeleſs and unneceſſary errands—and the giving them part 
of this day, or. even the whole of it, to go where they 
pleaſe, and ſpend, as they pleaſe, in preference to any 
other, becauſe this (O melancholy truth!) does not deprive 
a SE the maſters themſelves of any of their labour—Would not 
[7 theſe (I ſay) and ſuch other like evz/ practices be facts f. 
cientiy ſtrong to eſtabliſh a charge of this ſort and to con- 
vict this nation of the heinous fin of ſabbath-breaking ? 
Surely they would and that too beyond all reaſonable con- 
tradiction. . VF 
Again; ſhould I charge the people of this land with 
injuſtice and all the little knaviſh tricks that can well 
be invented to cheat one another, and deprive each other of 
their ut and legal dues; ſhould I not be able to make it 
good? Would not the notorious height to which ſmuggling 
has got in this kingdom and the general readineſs with 
which moſt of his Majeſty's ſubjects do purchaſe goods of | 
this kind, becauſe they are to be had at a wer rate, even to 
the manifeſt breach of the law of the land and to the 


: depriving his Majefty of his 7u/t and Jawful right—Would * 
5 not the frequent practice of withholding in whole or in part 

i . for a time only or for ever the tythes, offerings and ſuch 

ii | other things, as of right belong to the prigſt or miniſter of 
* the Lord for our ſouls ſake by virtue of the law of Ged, 
. the law of the land, and of former grants and ſettlements 

of | of our predeceſſors in the eſtates we now enjoy—tho' it 

| - - muſt be owned (and that too I am ſure by me with 228 

Jy 5 | FED | moſt 


| 3 55 ( 19 ) by + . 
moſt grief of heart and culy with a view of making things 
better for the future) that this evil practice with ſundry 


others do greatly ariſe from the very ſcanty preſence of the 


| parochial clergy with their reſpective flocks and from their 
Kill more ſcanty care of and vigilance over them, in order 
to teach them better and enforce the doctrines of the 
goſpel upon them by a life ſpent among them and before heir 


rules and precepts therein contained Would not the fre- 
quent imbezzlements we hear of or the fecreting of money 
left in truſt for ſuch and ſuch purpoſes or the leſſening 


of it through negligence or want of care to the prejudice, 


if not to the diſtreſs of the widow and fatherleis, whoſe 
right it is, or to the no ſmall addition to the miſery of the 
poor and naked, the lame, the halt and the blind, and more- 
over to the great decay of chriſtian knowledge in this our 
land through a 4aſe proſtitution of what was left for the 
teaching of poor children to read and thereby depriving 
them of that izfinite advantage of being able to read the 
word of God themſelves Would not the darkening and 


colourin - ſhops to give the goods the better look—the 
t - 


falſities therein daily uttered both as to the value, quantity 
and quality of the things ſold the falſe weights and falſe 

meaſures therein to be met with—the pernicious mixtures in 
the ſtaff of life—the bread we eat to the great prejudice of 
the health, comfort and even to the ſhortening (it is much 
to be feared) of the lives of many of us; (a matter his 
calling aloud for the nt ſerious conſideration of the parties 


concerned, leſt they be found in the ſight of God af leaſt to 


be MURDERERS as well as CHEATS) and laſtly, Would not tze 


putting of thoſe creatures for ſafe and ſound ones, tho' we 


know they are quite the contrary, at an extravagant price, 
2 2 and 
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and aboye all to the eminent danger of the life of the pur- 
chaſer—Would not theſe (I ſay) and other ſuch like ſhame- 
ful wicked facts be evidence abundantly ſufficient to juſtify 


what is here alledged ? 


And /again, ſhould I proceed to charge the people of: 


this land with lewdneſs, and as delighting in filthineſs, 


fooliſh talking and jeſting which are not convenient, 
ſhould I not find 799 many facts to prove the truth 
of it? \ Would not the very. walls of many of our 
houſes painted as they are with immodeſt figures, or elſe co- 


vered with pictures equally indecent—Would not the very 
images and ſtatues of this corrupt kind that are continually 
preſenting themſelves to the eye of the ſpectator in the gar- 


dens of our men of rank and fortune Would not the hw 


and „thy converſation that commonly takes place at our tables 
and I could heartily wiſh I could not ſay (and O! may is 


help to put a ſtop to it!) that the infe tion has reached even 
the very tables of thoſe, from whom it ought to be removed 
at the greateſt diſtance—Would not the great call for and 


the vaſt eagerneſs with which plays, novels, romances, ſongs 
and the like are read, heard and retained, moſt of which are 


full of lav, vulgar and obſcene kind of ſtuff, calculated to pleaſe 


the corrupt taſte of the ſenſualiſt, and to amuſe men of an 


unregenerate and uncbriſtianiged diſpoſition of foul—— 
Would not the vaſt numbers of all ranks and orders of 


men amongſt us, (alas! not the ſacred order 7ſe/f except- 
ed) flocking almoſt every night in the week in our great 
Metropolis to ſee ſuch ſeducing ſcenes and hear ſuch pro- 
Fane, hoſe and ſoul-killing converſation, as needs muſt 


ſhock every true and real Chriſtian, who muſt know to 


his great concern for the ſouls of men that theſe things 


have a ſtrong natural tendency to corrupt the minds of the 


hearers; 


: 


( 8 J 
hearers; to make them contemn and light every thing of a. 
facred and ſerious nature, and ſo to inflame and raiſe their 
evil and corrupt affections, as that it is great odds, if actual 
fins of wncleanneſs do not follow ſoon E nd a promi 
Ing nurſery for evil and the advantage of the wicked one 
are hoſe places of public and general and almoſt conſtant 


entertainment——Would not the common practice of for- 
nication, adultery—the numbers of illegitimate children and. 
the ſhattered, conſumptive and almoſt worn. cut frames and. 


conſtitutions of many of our youth—Would not theſe (I ſay) 


and other fuch melancholy, diſmal facts prove to a demon- 
ſtration the truth of this third charge? 


But further; ſhould I go to accuſe the people of this | 


land of profane curſing and ſwearing and taking God's 
name in vain; of lying; of drunkenneſs; of luxury and 
extravagance; of contempt of government; of bribery and 
perjury; of violating all the relative duties, ſuch as theſe 
of parents towards their children and of children towards. 
their parents; of huſbands towards their wives and of 


wives towards their huſbands and the like; nay, moreover 


of neglecting the holy ordinances of God, ſuch as hearing 


his word read -and preached, and more eſpecially and 


above all the holy communion ; ſhould I be at a Jo ſs for 
facts even to prove each of theſe particular accuſations? 
The conſciences of many of you, my brethren, if duely 
looked into, would (I fear) tell you to plainly that I ſhould 
not. But the vaſt length, to which the conſideration of. 
each of theſe particulars | would neceſſarily carry me, 


forces me to reſt in the bare mention of them. Fw: "Ig 
nd of 


But further till; ſhould I accuſe the people of this la 
infidelity and diſbelief of the holy ſcriptures, the zxfallible 
word of God, ſhould I be-without facts to 2 2 it? Would 

not. 
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not the prodigious numbers of infidel-books tending to under- 
mine and ſet aſide the authority of the ſacred ſcriptures, with 
which this land ſwarms, and which are fo greedily catched 
at and ſo attentively read; Would not the many advocates 
among us for natural religion, pleading /#renuouſly (as for 
their life) that man has it in his ow? power to find out God 


and to ſerve him without any help from God's word at all, 


or any aſſiſtance from his Holy Spirit (though Tet it be 


here well remembered that ſuch an experiment as this of 


man's natural powers could never have been made in any 
age of the, world, much leſs in ours here in England, be- 
cauſe man had a revelation from the very beginning; and 
what theſe men pretend that man alone has found out thro” 
his own natural abilities is all (as far as it is true) derived 
from the fountain of all truth the revelation of God“) 
Would not the great number of thoſe, who deny a trinity 

in unity, the co-equality and co-eternity of Father, Son 
and Holy Ghoſt, and ſtand up for one ſupreme God--- one 
perſon ONLY in the Godhead, namely, God the Father; fo di- 
rectly counter to the whole tenor of ſcripture; 4 Would not 


the 


* Gentle Reader, I could wiſh thee with all my heart to read on this 
ſubject Dr. Ellis's Book entitled The knowledge of divine things.“ 

Permit me (friendly Reader) here t to recommend to you an Aſſize- 
Sermon by the Rev. Mr. Willats on Rom. ii. 14 and 15. entitled“ The 
Religion of Nature, which is now ſet up in oppoſition to the word of 
<< God proved to be a mere idol from the very text that has been fo often 
„ produced in its favour” ; which will help to give you further ſatisfaction 
in this very erroneous and dangerous but prevalent opinion. | | 

I can't in juſtice omit to requeſt my Reader attentiveiy to peruſe (if he 
has not already had that advantage) a book, that will ſpeak beſt for itſelf, 
entitled << The Catholic Doctrine of the Trinity &c. by the Rev. Mr. Wil- 
„ liam Jones”. | „ N 
See alſo for great light in this grand and fundamental point in the Chriſtian 
ith and in other matters of great importance oo a boek entitled An 
Enquiry after Philoſophy and Theology tending to ſhew 20 and whence 
Mankind came at the Knowledge of theſe two important Points,” 


— 


6 
the numbers of ſelf- juſtifers, men who are for obtaining 
ſalvation thro' their own works and ſo ſetting aſide the 
redemption of man through Chrift Jeſus our only Lord 
and Saviour and whoſe name 1s the only name given under 
Heaven, whereby men can be ſaved; Would not the diſ- 
putes about almoſt every thing that is contained in the ſa- 
cred ſcriptures; the calling them new doctrine; the brand- 
ing the champions for them with nicł-names; the diſcou- 
ragement and contempt that authors and their books to ſup- 
rt the doctrines of the ſacred ſcriptures meet with in the 
world; the vaſt height, to which all kinds of evil practices 
have got in this kingdom (as in part ſhewn above) all of 
Which ſpring from and even help to produce * and continue 
this prevalent contempt and diſbelief of the ſacred ſcrip- 
_. tures, becauſe/ to ſuch evil deeds they are ſo dire#ly con- 
trary and againft which they are continually denouncing 
fuch ſevere and terrible curſes; Would not theſe (I fay) 
and ſuch other like facts abundantly vindicate ſuch an ac- 
cuſation as this? 15 A 
Once more; ſhould T go on to charge the people of this 
land with want of charity, ſhould I not be able to make it 
good? Would not the words of St. Paul ſupport me here ? 
Let us hear his account. of Charity, and then we ſhall. 
1 mag ſee (unleſs we are unbappily reſolved not to ſee) how 
© Little right we have to boaſt of our Charity ſo much as 
we do, nay, this very boaſting is no mark of its genurneneſs 
and truth: for Charity is nothing leſs than all thoſe Chriſ= 
tian graces, which flow from faith and hope, in which 
as we are moſt miſerably defective, we muſt of courſe-be ſos 
in our Charity too; unleſs we will in direct oppoſition to. 
our bleſſed Saviour's words declare that men may gather 
| grapes 


St. John's Goſpel, iti, 18, 19, 20 and 21, 
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er apes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles ＋. And ſhould our 
Charity (as it is called) be nicely looked into, nay, that 
very branch of it which has been ſo much ſupported and 
countenanced gf late, and no doubt by ſome. few (as al- 
1 ways will be the caſe) who mean well and act from a 
. true principle of faith and hope and have the other graces 
1 abounding in them, which help to conſtitute Charity as well 
| as this of contributing to the neceſſities of the indigent, 
and more eſpecially, of thoſe of the houſhold of faith---our 
fellow-redeemed, which indeed 1s only one part of it; I 
ſay, ſhould this /arge and much boaſted of branch of our 
[7 Ec Charity be nicely looked into, I greatly fear we ſhould find 
ſuch things either intended by it or at leaſt alme/ neceſſarily 
following from it (ſuch as the concealment and thereby 
the encouragement of fornication, and alſo the betraying 
5 of people through a want of knowing their relations into 
the heinous fin of inceſt) as are quite inconſiſtent with the 
faith, hope and charity or love ruling in the hearts of all 
true Chriſtians knowingly to countenance or have any hand 
in. But let us hear the words of the apoſtle, - upon which 
| ttznis charge ſtands. And though (ſays he) 7 beſtow all m 
\. . goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be ui | 
bed | and have not Charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity ſu uffer- 
1 eth long and is kind; Charity envieth not; Charity vaunteth 
| not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave itſelf unſeemly, 
 ſeeketh not her own, is not eafily provoked, thinketh no evil, 
rejoiceth nat in intquity, but ' in the truth ; beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
things; Charity never fai th, but whether there. be propbe- 
cies, they ſhall fail.---=- And further on he ſays, And now 
abideth Faith, bope, charity, theſe three ; but the greateſt 4 
theſe 
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theſe is charity. (1 Cor. xii.) Suffer me juſt to obſerve 
Further on theſe, words of the apoſtle that you may give all 
your goods to the poor and yet not have Charity and that 
Charity rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth, 
How then can it poflibly (let me aſk you) take any joy in 
what leads almoſt directly to fornication and from what in 
its conſequenges inceſt is ſo very likely to ariſe? Such things 
as theſe may be of uo conſequence in the eſteem of our 
moral, natural religion-men, who ſet at naught the word-of 
God but it can never be /o with the Chriftian—with him, 
who really and in deed hopes for ſalvation through Faith in 
and obedience to the word of God. In ſhort and upon the 
whole, may I not take up God's lamentation by his prophet 
Iſaiah over Judah and Jeruſalem and in it with too much 
truth bemoan the miſerable ſtate of this our land, faying 
in the words of the prophet (Iſaiah i. 4.) A finful nation, 
@ people laden with intquity, a ſeed of evil doers, children, 
that are corrupters: they have forſaken the Lord, they hpve 
provoked the Holy One of Iſrael unto anger, they are gone 
away backward! And indeed all I need to do farther on 
this head, conſidering what I proved to you on Sunday un- 
der my firſt head of diſcourſe with reſpe& to God's reward- 
- Ing nations or people according to their righteouſneſs and 
puniſhing them according to their wickedneſs, is only to 
intreat you to turn your eyes upon the ſtate of this nation 
(as above ſet forth) and then leave you impartially to judge 
which of the two we have moſt reaſon to expet—God's 
 F@vour or his vengeance. To come then now to the third 
head of diſcourſe and to ſhew the neceſſity we are under 
to repent and to do all that lies in our power towards effect- 
ing a national reformation. And this (as I obſerved be- 
fore it plainly would) muſt appear very plain and _ 
| 5 . a rom 
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1% | . or apes of thorns, or figs of thiſtles +. And a 
if Charity (as it is called) be nicely looked into, nay, that 
tt very branch of it which has been ſo much ſupported and 
1 countenanced of late, and no doubt by ſome, few (as al- 
ith ways will be the caſe) who mean well and act from a 
5 true principle of faith and hope and have the other graces 
15 | abounding 1 in them, which help to conſtitute Charity as well 
as this of contributing to the neceſſities of the indigent, 
and more eſpecially, of thoſe of the houſhold of faith our 
fellow-redeemed, which indeed is only one part of it; 1 
"8 ſay, ſhould this large and much boaſted of branch of our 
[3 | Charity be nicely looked into, I greatly fear we ſhould find 
he ſuch things either intended by it or at leaſt almoſt neceſſarily 
following from it (ſuch as the concealment and theceby 
5 the encouragement of fornication, and alſo the betraying 
p | of people through a want of knowing their relations into 
| the heinous fin of inceſt) as are quite inconſiſtent, with the 
5 faith, hope and charity or love ruling in the hearts of all 
. true Chriſtians knowingly to countenance or have any hand 
| in. But let us hear the words of the apoſtle, - upon which 
fi | this charge ſtands. And though (ſays he) 7 beſtow all m 
FT goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be mais 
13 and have not Charity, it profiteth me nothing. Charity ſu er. 
6 erb long and is kind; Charity envieth not; Charity vaunteth 
113 not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth not behave rifelf unſeemly, 
; Seeketh not her own, is not eafily provoked, thinketh no evil, 
1 | rejoiceth nat in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth ; beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all 
things; Charity never faileth, but whether there. be prophe- 
cies, they ſhall fail.----- And further on he ſays, And now 
abi ith faith, ope, charity, "ge: three ; but the ee, 
Thee 
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theſe is charity. (1 Cor. xiii.) Suffer me juſt to obſerve 
Further on theſe, words of the apoſtle that you may give all 
your goods to the poor and yet not have Charity and that 
Charity rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth. + 
How then can it poſſibly (let me aſk you) take any joy in 
what leads almoſt directly to fornication and from what in 
its conſequences inceſt is ſo very likely to ariſe? Such things 
as theſe may be of 70 conſequence in the eſteem of our 
moral, natural rel:gion-men, who ſet at naught the word of 
God but it can never be ſo with the Chriftian—with.him, 

who really and in deed hopes for ſalvation through faith in 
and obedience to the word of God. In ſhort and upon the 
Whole, may I not take up God's lamentation by his prophet 
Iſaiah over Judah and Jeruſalem and in it with too much 
truth bemoan the miſerable ſtate of this our land, faying 


in the words of the prophet (Ifaiah i. 4.) Ab frful Nation, 


@ people laden with intquity, a ſeed of evil doers, children, 
that are corrupters: they have forſaken the Lord, they have 
provoked the Holy One of Iſrael unto anger, they are gone 
away backward! And indeed all I need to do farther on 
this head, conſidering what I proved to you on Sunday un- 
der my firſt head of diſcourſe with reſpe& to God's reward- 
- Ing nations or people according to their righteouſneſs and 
puniſhing them according to their wickedneſs, is only to 
intreat you to turn your eyes upon the ſtate of this nation 
(as above ſet forth) and then leave you impartially to judge 
which of the two we have moſt reaſon to —_— 8 
favcur or his vengeance. To come then now to the third 
head of diſcourſe and to ſhew the neceſſity we are under 
to repent and to do all that lies in our power towards effect 
ing a national reformation. And this (as I obſerved be- 


fore it plainly would) muſt appear very plain and evident 
ö PIUS a from 


LS ) 

from what has been before proved concerning the wicked 
neſs of this land. And here let us not, I beſeech you, my 
| brethren, be put off. with vain, idle and deceitful excuſes. 
Let us not think a bare acknowledgment of the fins 
of the nation will ſuffice towards a national reforma- 
tion. Let us not deceive ourſelves with faying what 
fignifies my doing ſo and ſo? What will my poor exam- 

le avail? Let the great people mend themſelves ; let them 
not ſet ſuch bad examples; let them not employ us on Sun- 


| - | days ; let them not keep us from church ; let them not curſe 
5 and ſwear, talk lewadly and profanely, bribe us into perjury, 
* keep miſtreſſes and the like. And I fay ſo 700; but I ſay 
1 alſo unto you go not after them nor do you according to 
| their evil deeds neither go hand in hand with them, 
0 nieither for their money or their influence, which will needs 
| 4. 5 be attended with great hazard to, if not the utter ruin of 
js your ſouls; but be prevailed upon ſerzouſly and frequently 


(as you hope for ſalvation) to ponder in your hearts theſe 
emphatical words of our blefled Saviour (St. Mark viii. 36, 
37.) For what ſhall it profit a man, if he jhall gain the 
whole world and lofe his own foul ? Or what ſhall a man give 
in exchange for his foul? Serve God and not man, neither 
be ye afraid of Him. Read your bible conſtantly relying 
upon what is therein contained as the word of God (as it 
really is) and not as the word of man, and copy it out in 
our own lives and converſations. Attend the church due- 
ly and all her holy ordinances. Reverence the Lord's ſab- 
bath; go not beyond nor defraud your brother in any mat- 
ter; let no filiby communication come out of your mouth 
but ſuch as is good for the uſe of edifying, that it may mi- 
niſter grace unto the hearers. And grieve not the Holy 
Spirit of God, whereby ye are ſcaled unto the day of re- 
; demption. 
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demption. Breed up your children in the fear of God; 
reſtrain them from all things /zkely to do them hurt an 4 : 
lead them by precept and example to every thing that pro- 


miſes for the good. the eternal good and welfare of their 
fouls. In a word, let it be your daily care and ſtudy ſo to 
walk in faith and love, as to promote G s glory in the 


world to the atmoſt of your ability: for remember it is by 


the reformation of particulars alone that a national reforma- 
tion can poſſibly be effected. And would every one in 
od earneſt according to his power and authority (be it 
more or leſs) ſet to reforming himſelf and all under his 
Juriſdiction, the work would be done and we ſhould ſee 


the face of things quite changed; but, if we ſhift off this 


important work from one to another, things muſt of courſe 

grow worſe and worſe ; the ſon will be worſe than his care- 
ho my wicked father, and wickedneſs will encreaſe in 
every generation, till we become ripe for deſtruction 
and God removes our candleſtick as he has done long ago 
the ſeveral candleſticks of the churches of the Eaſt for 
their impenitency and takes quite away from us the deſpiſed, 
the /ong deſpiſed unſpeakable joy and comfort of his goſpel 
of truth and ſalvation. This is fo plain and evident a caſe 
(conſidering what has been before laid down) that no one, 


here. 
And therefore I ſhall N in the fourth and laſt 


place to urge you to repentance, as the only but ſure me- 
thod of averting God's wrath and of bringing down his 
bleſſing upon us both in time and eternity. Motives theſe 
fo ſtrong and powerful that nothing but the very height 
of folly he ſtupidity can make men uninfluenced by — 


Do we tremble at the thoughts of ſtarving, of being plun- 
E 2 dered, 
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who is willing” to ſee the truth but muſt ſee and own it 
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dered, of having our huſbands, wives, children and other 
near and dear relations cut, flaſhed and mangled before 
our eyes? Do we tremble at the thoughts of ſeeing our 
land covered with blood, of having our ears attacked with 
the horrible groans of men, women and children juſt ex- 
piring through the extreme anguiſh of their pains? Do we 
tremble at the thoughts of hearing cannon roaring in our 
ears and of receiving conſtant and repeated reports one af- 
ter the other in a continua ſucceſſion of the near approach 
of a blood-thirſty, cruel enemy? Do we like to think of 
tbeſe evjls of war and deſolation; of famine and peſtilence? 
Or rather, do we not enjoy the very proſpect of peace and 
the very thoughts of enjoying ourſelves without fear of 
moleſtation from any of theſe ſore judgments of God? 
Surely then we can't want motives to induce us to ſtudy 
all we can for the reformation of this kingdom, as this is 
the only but ſure method we can make uſe of to avert theſe 
judgments of God we ſo much and ſo juſiiy dread, and to 

bring down the % ing of peace we ſo much and ſo. properly 
deſire upon this our land: but are-7heſe all the motives we 
have to lead us to repentance ? No ſurely; there are much 
ſtronger ones ill behind; and as much exceeding theſe as 
eternity exceeds time, eternal peace and happineſs temporal 
eaſe and proſperity, and as much as abſolute certainty does 
all mere probability whatever; for we ſhall be ſure to 
enjoy eternal peace and happineſs in heaven, if we repent 
and live as becometh the goſpel of Chriſt, though we 
can't be ſure (let our endeavours in the ſervice of God 
tend ever fo much to procure it) of taking part in national 
temporal felicity, fo uncertain is life and fo very uncertain 
is the concurrence of others towards effecting a national 
reformation, which is the only but ſure means of procuring 


0 TY 
. But be . as it will, it does not in 1 * g daun 
the force of theſe ſtronger and more powerful motives to 
repentance and newneſs of life: for all ſuch endeavours as 
theſe in particular perſons towards a national reformation 
will all prove to them ſo many helps towards their avoiding 


' the damnation of hell---the. endleſs and inſupportable torments 


of the damned in hell-fire and towards the bringing them 
to the haven of eternal reſt, where we ſhall all wiſh at leaſt 
. hereafter that we had earneſtly laboured for during our ſo- 
journing here on earth. 
If then the avoiding of all the miſeries of war, famine 
and peſtilence, and of enjoying all the comforts and bleſ- 
fings of peace---And if the eſcaping of the endleſs torments 
of the damned for ever and ever in the fire that never ſhall 
be quenched. and if the obtaining a place in that SL, 
— everlaſting kingdom of glory purchaſed for us through 
the alone merits of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; if 
all cheſe things be allowed to be of great weight and im- 
portance to us in time and eternity (as they moſt undoubted- 
b are) ſurely then we cannot pgſibly be without the moſt 
werful motives to urge us to repentance. 
To conclude all; Turn ye then, my brethren, every one 
of you from all your evil ways and walk in the way of 
righteouſnefs going on from one degree of Chriſtian per- 
fection to another and fo iniquity ſhall not be your ruin. 
And though the wickedneſs of the land ſhould provoke: 
the Lord = bring his judgments neaner home, even to and. 
into our very houſes by making this land the ſeat of war 
or viſiting us with famine or peſtilence; yet even then in. 
the midft of darkneſ {diſtreſs and trouble) there ſhall be: * 
light (joy and comfort) in your dwellings ; for God careth 


for them, who caſt all their care upon him, and the Lord 
| * 
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knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, as 
he has ſhewn (not to mention other facts) by Keine Noah 
and his family from the flood and Lot from the deſtfuc- 
tion and overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah, as St. Peter 
in orme us“; and faith St. Paul (Rom. viii. 28.) For ave 
| know F hat all things work together for good to them that love 
God, to them, who are the called according to his purpoſes 
And at the general reſurrection on the laſt day, when the 
Lord ſhall ſeparate the ſheep from the goats; the good 
from the bad; them that ſerved him during their pilgri- 
mage here on earth from them that ſerved him not; and 
when he ſhall order his enemies to be brought forth and 
flain before him + or ſhall ſay unto them, Depart ye cur- 
ſed into everlaſting fire prepared for the Devil and his angels ; 
then ſhall all you, my brethren, who Tow walk in faith 
and love and continue ſo to do as long as you live, be of 
the happy---the 7nexepreſſibly happy number of thoſe, who 
| ſhall receive this moſt raviſbing and tranſporting call of our 
dear Redeemer, Lord, Judge, King and Friend to enter in- 
to his unſpeakable joy and partake of (and that 200 for ever 
and ever) ſuch good things as eye hath not ſeen nor ear 
heard neither hath entered into the heart of man------ 
Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the World, * 
| Now to God the Father, God the dun, and God the Holy- 
Ghojt, three divine perſons _—_— and coeternal in one undivi- 
ded effence or Godhead be aſcribed, as is miſt due, all honour, 
glory, might, majeſty, dominion and praiſe henceforth and 
for evermore. Amen and Amen. F 


2 et. v. 7. 2 Pet. ii. + St. Luke xix. 27. J St. Matthew xxv. 41. 
_ Matt, XXV. 34. 1 { DL. 65 7 ? | 1 
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